I.
II.

III.

CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH
AGENDA – CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
March 15, 2018; 6:30 PM
City Hall Council Chambers
7286 Dietz Elkhorn, Fair Oaks Ranch

ROLL CALL – DECLARATION OF A QUORUM
OPEN MEETING
Pledge of Allegiance

CITIZENS and GUEST FORUM / PRESENTATIONS
To address the Council, please sign the Attendance Roster located on the table at the entrance of the Council
Chamber. In accordance with the Open Meetings Act, Council may not discuss or take action on any item which
has not been posted on the agenda.

A.

B.
IV.

C.

Citizens to be heard.

Reading of Proclamation honoring Fair Oaks Ranch Golf & Country Club Executive
Chef, Benjamin Scott Knack.
FY 2016-17 Financial Audit Update.
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CONSENT AGENDA

All of the following items are considered to be routine by the City Council, there will be no separate discussion
on these items and they will be enacted with one motion. Items may be removed by any Council Member by
making such request prior to a motion and vote.

A.
B.
C.
V.

Approval of March 1, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes.
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Approval of a Resolution accepting a resignation and appointing a Resident
Representative to the Fair Oaks Ranch Capital Improvement Advisory Committee
(CIAC).
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Discussion and possible action regarding a Variance Request for Front Gate Unit 4 Lot Dimension Requirement.
Manager of Engineering Services, Adrian Garcia P.E.
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Approval of March 5, 2018 Special City Council Meeting Minutes.

DISCUSSION/CONSIDERATION ITEMS
A.
B.

Discussion and possible action approving a Memorandum of Understanding with
Cibolo Nature Center & Farm and authorizing the City Manager to execute said
Agreement.
Manager of Engineering Services, Adrian Garcia P.E.
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VI.

REPORTS FROM STAFF / COMMITTEES / COUNCIL
A.
B.

VII.

Roadway Reconstruction Project Update.

Director of Public Works, Ron. Emmons P.E.

Update regarding the schedule to adopt the Comprehensive Land Use Plan and a
Unified Development Code (Zoning) for the City of Fair Oaks Ranch.
City Manager, Tobin Maples

CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION

Pursuant to Section 551.101 and 551.071 of the Open Meetings Act, Texas Gov’t Code, a quorum of the
governing body hereby convenes into closed session to consult with the City Attorney regarding these
matters:

A.

B.
VIII.
IX.

Cause No. 2016-CI-05444; the City of Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas vs R.W. Pfeiffer Properties, LLC.

Cause No. 2018-CI-00202; the City of Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas vs Edward I. Hill, Robert E.
Heckendorn, Craig M. Luitjen, Roger Fuentes, Wesley A. Pieper, Esther W. Hicks, William A.
McDowell.

RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION
ADJOURNMENT

Requests for City topic needing additional information/research; or, potential consideration for a
future agenda.
Signature of Agenda Approval: Tobin E. Maples

I, Christina. Picioccio, City Secretary, certify that the above Notice of Meeting was posted on the outside
bulletin board at the Fair Oaks Ranch City Hall, 7286 Dietz Elkhorn, Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas, and on the
city’s website www.fairoaksranchtx.org, both places being convenient and readily accessible to the
general public at all times. Said Notice was posted by 5:00 PM, March 9, 2018 and remained so posted
continuously for at least 72 hours before said meeting was convened.

The Fair Oaks Ranch City Hall is wheelchair accessible at the side entrance of the building from the parking lot. Requests for special services
must be received forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting time by calling the City Secretary’s office at (210) 698-0900. Braille is not
available. The City Council reserves the right to convene into Executive Session at any time regarding an issue on the agenda for which it
is legally permissible; pursuant to Texas Government Code Chapter 551. Section 551.071 (Consultation with Attorney), 551.072
(Deliberations about Real Property), 551.073 (Deliberations about Gifts and Donations), 551.074 (Personnel Matters), 551.076 (Deliberations
about Security Devices) and 551.087 (Economic Development).

Proclamation
The City of Fair Oaks Ranch
Office of the Mayor
Whereas, Benjamin Scott Knack earned a degree in culinary arts from the New York Institute of
Technology, has worked in fine restaurants in Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii, Massachusetts, and New
Hampshire, and has taught at the New England Culinary Institute in Vermont; and,
Whereas, now with more than two decades of career experience as an Executive Chef, Benjamin is
recognized as a food service leader across the country, specializing in classical and gastronomical
techniques; and
Whereas, in 2016, Benjamin was hired as the Executive Chef of the Fair Oaks Ranch Golf & Country
Club; and,
Whereas, Benjamin has appeared on the reality culinary TV show Hell’s Kitchen in 2010 and has
returned for the series’ first-ever all-star edition in 2017; and,
Whereas, being on the show provided him with a great opportunity to cultivate and share his culinary
skills; and,
Whereas, his creative and endearing skills can be experienced at the Fair Oaks Ranch Golf & Country
Club through his extensive menu of fine dining dishes.
Now, therefore, by the power vested in me as Mayor of Fair Oaks Ranch, in the State of Texas, I,
Garry Manitzas, hereby proclaim and honor

Benjamin Scott Knack
for bringing his passion of the finer aspects of the culinary arts to Fair Oaks Ranch. Be it further
proclaimed that I call upon and encourage the citizens of Fair Oaks Ranch to celebrate his
achievements.
WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL THIS 15TH DAY OF MARCH, 2018.
__________________________________
Garry Manitzas, Mayor
_____________________________
Christina Picioccio, City Secretary
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CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 1, 2018
7286 Dietz Elkhorn
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015
I. ROLL CALL – DECLARATION OF A QUORUM
Present:

Mayor Manitzas and Mayor Pro Tem Havard
Council Members: Elizondo, Hartpence, Koerner, Maxton, and Patel

With a quorum present, Mayor Manitzas called the Regular City Council meeting to order at 9:30 AM.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Chris Weigand.

III. CITIZENS AND GUEST FORUM / PRESENTATIONS
A. Wes Pieper spoke to council regarding language in the Planning and Zoning Ordinance which is
up for council deliberation at this meeting. He highlighted potential conflicts and recommended
clarification on several points.

B. The Environmental Compliance Manager, Melissa Castro and the Payroll/AP Specialist, Julie
Lovelace were introduced to council and community. Their professional and education
background was highlighted. It is noteworthy that the Environmental Compliance Manager
position is a newly created position in the City.

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Approval of February 15, 2018 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes.

B. Approval of Council Member Hartpence’s absence for the February 15, 2018 Council Meeting.
MOTION:

VOTE:

Made by Council Member Elizondo, seconded by Council Member Hartpence, to
approve the Consent Agenda as written.
7-0; Motion Passed

V. DISCUSSION/CONSIDERATION ITEMS
A. Discussion on Howard Stevenson’s unofficial disannexation request of the Maureen
Pfeiffer Stevenson Family Trust properties.
Mr. Stevenson presented to council grievances regarding the recent annexation of his property
and sought to gauge council support in his pursuit of petitioning for disannexation. Council
Member Patel expressed concern that a formal petition had not been filed therefore not wanting
to set a precedent, did not feel it was appropriate to engage in discussion. Council agreed that
Mr. Stevenson should follow the proper disannexation procedure as outlined in the Home Rule
Charter and Chapter 43 of the Local Government Code.

B. Discussion regarding the demand for a youth sports complex.

Resident, Chris Weigand, presented to council the concept of developing a sports complex within
the city. His primary objective was to evaluate whether council was in support of such
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an endeavor. Discussion included: funding – currently not a budgeted item/?Public, Private
Partnerships (P3); site availability – city currently does not own open land that would support
project, current park system operated by FORHA - ? impact/interest. By consensus, council
agreed that more preliminary information was necessary and suggested that Mr. Weigand work
with city staff and independently possibly creating a committee.

C. Discussion of possible tax freeze for qualifying disabled persons.

Council Member Hartpence led a discussion on of a possible tax freeze for qualifying disabled
persons. Current exemptions provided by the City include homestead exemption, over 65 and
the federally mandated disabled veteran exemptions. Discussion included the impact on the city
budget between a tax freeze (permanent) versus tax exemptions (established annually) Council
would like to have the impacts of both options researched further and brought back for
discussion.

D. Discussion and possible action on the First Reading of an Ordinance establishing a Fair
Oaks Ranch Planning and Zoning Commission and rules of procedure for said commission.
MOTION:
DISCUSSION:
AMENDED MOTION:

VOTE:

DISCUSSION:
MOTION:
VOTE:

Made by Council Member Koerner, seconded by Council Member
Elizondo to approve the First Reading of an Ordinance establishing a
Fair Oaks Ranch Planning & zoning Commission and rules of procedures
for said Commission.
On whether mandating a FORHA member to be on the P&Z was
necessary.

Made by Council Member Koerner, seconded by Council Member
Elizondo to amend the ordinance to remove all references regarding
FORHA membership and to remove the language after the word
“staggered” in Section 1, item 2 to now read “The Commission shall
consist of seven (7) regular members who will serve for terms of three
(3) years, staggered.
6-0; Motion Passed. (Mayor Pro Tem Havard not present during vote).

On whether it was necessary to include the Commission Rules of
Procedure within the Ordinance.

Made by Council Member Patel, seconded by Council Member Elizondo
for staff to remove all language regarding to Rules of Procedure within
the Ordinance including the reference in the 4th “Whereas” statement.

7-0; Motion Passed.

VOTE ON ORIGINAL
MOTION AS AMENDED: 7-0; Motion Passed.
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VI. REPORTS FROM STAFF / COMMITTEES / COUNCIL
A. Chief Rubin presented to council the opportunity of initiating a narcotic K9 program within the
city and requested guidance - permission to proceed was granted.

Mayor Pro Tem Havard exited the council meeting at 11:33 AM.

B. City Secretary, Christina Picioccio provided an update on the general city election.

Due to the anticipated length of the Workshop, the order of the meeting was modified out of respect to
meeting attendees.
VIII. CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
Pursuant to Section 551.071 of the Texas Open Meetings Act, City Council convened into closed
session at 11:55 AM to consult with the City Attorney on the following:
A. Cause No. 2016-CI-0544; City of Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas vs R. W. Pfeiffer Properties, LLC.

B. Cause No. 2018-CI-00202; the City of Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas, vs Edward I. Hill, Robert E.
Heckendorn, Craig M. Luitjen, Roger Fuentes, Wesley A. Pieper, Esther W. Hicks, William A.
McDowell.

IX. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION

Mayor Manitzas reconvened into open session at 12:42 PM. The Mayor read the following statement:

“The City Council and staff conferred with our City Attorney regarding Cause No. 2018-CI-00202
relating to the challenges to the annexations completed by the City of Fair Oaks Ranch through
several ordinances. City Council is of the opinion that our actions were right on the law. The City
Attorney will file an answer to the plaintiff’s claims to include a request for reimbursement of the
City’s costs and legal fees.”

VII. WORKSHOP

Finance Officer, Sarah Buckelew, conducted a Finance Strategic Objectives Workshop.

Council Member Patel exited the council meeting at 1:12 PM.

Council Member Koerner exited the council meeting at 1:16 PM.
X. ADJOURNMENT
Mayor Manitzas adjourned the meeting at 1:47 PM.

ATTEST:

___________________________________________
Garry Manitzas, Mayor

__________________________________________
Christina Picioccio, City Secretary
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CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 5, 2018
7286 Dietz Elkhorn
Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015
I. ROLL CALL – DECLARATION OF A QUORUM
Present:

Absent:

Mayor Manitzas
Council Members: Elizondo, Hartpence, Koerner, Maxton, and Patel

Mayor Pro Tem Havard

With a quorum present, Mayor Manitzas called the Special City Council meeting to order at 3:00 PM.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Debby Stephens.

III. PURPOSE OF SPECIAL CALLED MEETING

A. The following thirteen applicants were interviewed for the planning and zoning commission.
Travis Wagner

Conrad Fothergill

Frank Trapasso

Craig Luitjen

Douglas Leonard

Michael Rey

David Horwath

Dale Pearson

Bobbe Barnes

Jack Stolarczyk

Richard Morris

Rich Nichols

Dugald Winter

B. Discussion and possible action on the Second Reading of an Ordinance establishing a Fair Oaks
Ranch Planning and Zoning Commission.

MOTION:

IV.

VOTE:

Made by Council Member Elizondo and seconded by Council Member Patel to approve
the Second Reading of an Ordinance establishing a Fair Oaks Ranch Planning and
Zoning Commission.
6-0; Motion Passed.

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Manitzas adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM.

ATTEST:

___________________________________________
Garry Manitzas, Mayor

__________________________________________
Christina Picioccio, City Secretary

Pg. 7

CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION ITEM
CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH, TEXAS
March 15, 2018

AGENDA TOPIC:

Approval of a Resolution accepting a resignation and appointing a Resident
Representative to the Fair Oaks Ranch Capital Improvement Advisory
Committee.

START/END DATE: March 15, 2018
DEPARTMENT:
PROVIDED BY:

CIAC

John Merritt, Chairman of CIAC

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

The Capital Improvements Advisory Committee (CIAC) serves in an advisory capacity and is
established to follow the duties and functions set forth in Local Government Code § 395.058 and
of the City of Fair Oaks Ranch Capital Improvements Advisory Committee Rules and Procedures.

On September 23, 2017, “Resident Representative”, Steve McKenzie resigned his place on the CIAC.
This movement created a vacancy which needs to be filled in keeping with the CIAC Rules and
Procedures. As CIAC members are appointed by a majority vote of the City Council by Resolution, the
CIAC nominates Paul Mebane to fill this vacancy. Attached is Mr. Mebane’s biography (Attachment
A).
POLICY ANALYSIS/BENEFIT(S) TO CITIZENS:

Abides with the Fair Oaks Ranch Capital Improvements Advisory Committee Rules and Procedures
regarding appointments.
LONG-TERM FINANCIAL & BUDGETARY IMPACT:
N/A

LEGAL ANALYSIS:
N/A

RECOMMENDATION/PROPOSED MOTION:
I recommend the approval of a Resolution appointing Paul Mebane to the Fair Oaks Ranch Capital
Improvements Advisory Committee as a Resident representative.
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ATTACHMENT A

Paul Mebane
30006 Mellow Ct
Fair Oaks Ranch, Tx 78015
830-755-8050
npmebane@gvtc.com

Paul Mebane was raised in San Antonio and graduated from Texas A&M with a BS and MS in
Aerospace Engineering in 1969/70. After four years in the Air Force, he spent the next 32 years
working for Exxon (becoming ExxonMobil) in project management. Paul worked in and
managed the areas of structural design, planning, business analysis, cost & schedule and
contracting while on project teams in the US, Norway, Malaysia and Qatar. He retired and
moved to Cordillera Ranch in 2006, then to Fair Oaks Ranch in 2016. After retiring, Paul
became a Master Naturalist and has been heavily involved in various outdoor organizations,
leading tours and teaching children. Paul is a member of the Wildlife Education Committee.
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A RESOLUTION
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RESIGNATION AND APPPOINTING A
RESIDENT REPRESENTTIVE TO THE FAIR OAKS RANCH CAPITAL
IMPROVEMENTS ADVISORY COMMITTEE
WHEREAS, the Capital Improvements Advisory Committee (CIAC) serves in an advisory
capacity and is established to follow the duties and functions set forth in Local Government
Code 395.058 (c) and of the City of Fair Oaks Ranch Capital Improvements Advisory Committee
Rules and Procedures; and,
WHEREAS, members have been asked to join the Capital Improvements Advisory Committee
to serve at the pleasure of the City Council to assist in their function in performing duties under
Chapter 395 of the Local Government Code and the Committee Rules and Procedures; and,

WHEREAS, the City Council of Fair Oaks Ranch has determined that the Committee will be
composed of no fewer than five members with 40 percent of the members representing the real
estate, development, or building industries; and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FAIR OAKS
RANCH, TEXAS:
1.
2.

The City Council hereby acknowledges the resignation of Steve McKenzie; Resident from
the Capital Improvements Advisory Committee.
The City Council hereby appoints the following interested individual to serve on the Capital
Improvement Advisory Committee:
Paul Mebane; Resident

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS THE 15th DAY OF March, 2018.
_________________________________________________
Garry Manitzas, Mayor
ATTEST:
________________________________________________
Christina Picioccio, City Secretary
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CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION ITEM
CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH, TEXAS
March 15, 2018

AGENDA TOPIC:

Discussion and possible action regarding a Variance Request for Front Gate
Unit 4 – Lot Dimension Requirement

START/END DATE: Feb – Mar 2018
DEPARTMENT:

PRESENTED BY:

Public Works

Adrian Garcia, Manager of Engineering Services

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

On January 22, 2018 a variance request for the proposed subdivision plat of Front Gate Unit 4, was
submitted to the Public Works Department by Vickrey and Associates, Inc. This variance included
a request to create lots with a minimum street frontage of sixty feet (60’). The Public Works
Department stated a variance would be required to establish lots that did not meet the minimum
street frontage requirements.

Article III Section 3 (A) of the City subdivision ordinance States: “All lots in a subdivision within
the corporate limits of the City and outside the corporate limits of the City, but within the limits of
its extraterritorial jurisdiction which are served by a Public Water and a Public Sewer system, shall
have a minimum area of 8,400 square feet and a minimum street frontage of 70 feet…”

The developer has requested to create 48 out of the 65 lots with a minimum street frontage of sixty
feet (60’). The lots will meet the minimum area requirement of 8,400 square feet. Therefore, the
lots will be deeper and will provide greater spatial separation between the residences and Van
Raub Elementary school. The lots will be further buffered with a green space and walking trail that
can be used for accessing the school.

This item was taken for Council Consideration on February 15, 2018. After a round of questioning
and concerns related to the implications of granting this variance, City Council passed a motion to
postpone this variance. This motion would allow the Engineer/Developer to return with more
illustrations and greater detail to justify the variance.

POLICY ANALYSIS/BENEFIT(S) TO CITIZENS:

Article II Section 6 of the subdivision ordinance allows City Council to grant a variance from the
requirements of this ordinance when, in the City Council’s judgment, undue hardship will result
from requiring strict compliance.
A. Findings Required for Variances.

In making the findings herein required, the City Council shall take into account the nature of the
proposed use of the land involved, existing uses of land in the vicinity, the number of persons who
will reside or work in the proposed subdivision, and the probable effect of such variance upon
traffic conditions and upon the public health, safety, convenience and welfare in the vicinity. No
variance should be granted unless the City Council makes affirmative findings as to all of the
following:
Pg. 11

1. That there are special circumstances or conditions affecting the land involved such that the
strict application of the provisions of this ordinance would deprive the applicant of the
reasonable use of his/her land;

2. That the variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property
right of the applicant;
3. That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public health, safety or welfare,
or injurious to other property in the area; and
4. That granting the variance will not have the effect of preventing the orderly subdivision of
other land in the area in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.

LONGTERM FINANCIAL & BUDGETARY IMPACT:
None

LEGAL ANALYSIS:
None

PROPOSED MOTION:
I move to grant the variance that will allow the establishment of 48 out of 65 lots in the proposed
subdivision, Front Gate Unit 4, to have a minimum street frontage of sixty feet (60’) subject to the
following stipulations:
•
•

Note added to the plat guaranteeing permanent pedestrian access to the greenbelt and
ingress/egress connection to the BISD campus
Note added to the plat guaranteeing continuance of permanent pedestrian access to the
greenbelt and BISD ingress/egress connection from adjacent un-platted properties
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1/25/2018

$100
Adrian Garcia

N/A

00419394
2/2/2018

N/A
2/15/2018
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REASON FOR VARIANCE
Variance Request:

Front Gate Unit 4

Reason for Variance:

To allow for flexibility in minimum lot frontage for 48 out of 65 units.

Purpose:
1. To address adjacency of the unit area and residential lots to the new BISD elementary school.
2. To provide for added lot depth and green space buffering to the elementary school.
3. To provide for student/parent direct access to the elementary school and grounds from the Front
Gate community.
4. To improve the spatial and land use relationships and accommodations between the elementary
school and the new Fair Oaks Ranch/Front Gate residences.
Specifics:
1. Open green space and trails and sidewalk access are provided to link the community to the
elementary school.
2. Open green space and additional lot depth (140 feet) are provided in order to provide buffering
and spatial separation between the Unit 4 residences and the elementary school.
3. Minimum lot size in Unit 4 is 60 ft. x 140 ft. or 8400 sq. ft. meeting minimum ordinance area
requirements. Average lot frontage is 64 feet. This concept will create 10 additional lots. Average
lot size is 9180 square feet.
4. BISD has agreed to provide for trail and sidewalk access to the elementary school campus, both
internally from the Front Gate community and via sidewalk provision on Dietz-Elkhorn Road.
5. This proposal for a variance addresses the requirements for variance consideration specified in
Section 6 of the Ordinance.
6. A schematic site plan illustrating the proposed development plan, greenbelts and open space,
trails and sidewalks, and spatial relationships with the BISD elementary school campus is
attached.

R:\2742-004\Office\051\REASON FOR VARIANCE 010418.docx / ps

© 2018 Vickrey & Associates, Inc.
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Presented by Denton Communities
11 Lynn Batts Lane, #100
San Antonio, Texas 78218
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Reason for Variance:
*

To allow for flexibility in minimum lot frontage to 60 feet for 48 out of 65 total lots in Unit 4.

Purpose:
*

To address adjacency of the unit area and residential lots to the new BISD elementary school.

*

To provide for added lot depth and green space buffering to the elementary school.

*

To provide for student/parent direct access to the elementary school and grounds from the Front
Gate community.

*

To improve the spatial and land use relationships and accommodations between the elementary
school and the new Fair Oaks Ranch/Front Gate residences.

Specifics:
*

Open green space and trails and sidewalk access are provided to link the community to the
elementary school.

*

Open green space and additional lot depth (140 feet) are provided in order to provide buffering and
spatial separation between the Unit 4 residences and the elementary school.

*

Minimum lot size in Unit 4 is 8400 sq. ft. meeting minimum ordinance area requirements. This
concept will create 7 additional lots.

*

BISD has agreed to provide for trail and sidewalk access to the elementary school campus, both
internally from the Front Gate community and via sidewalk provision on Dietz-Elkhorn Road.
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60’ and 70’ Lots

70’ Lots
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CITY COUNCIL CONSIDERATION ITEM
CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH, TEXAS
March 15, 2018

AGENDA TOPIC:

Memorandum of Understanding with the Cibolo Nature Center & Farm

PRESENTED BY:

Melissa Castro, Environmental Compliance Manager

START/END DATE: March 2018 - March 2023
DEPARTMENT:

Public Works

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND:

The Memorandum of Understanding establishes and describes a working relationship between
the Cibolo Nature Center & Farm and the City of Fair Oaks Ranch with regards to the Cibolo Creek
Watershed. Both parties are committed to ensure the well-being of Cibolo Creek, its water quality,
and the conservation of our natural resources.
POLICY ANALYSIS/BENEFIT(S) TO CITIZENS:

The City of Fair Oaks Ranch and the Cibolo Nature Center & Farm seek to protect water quality
and preserve the high quality of life that has attracted residents to the area over the past 30 years.
LONGTERM FINANCIAL & BUDGETARY IMPACT:
N/A

LEGAL ANALYSIS:
N/A

RECOMMENDATION/PROPOSED MOTION:
I move for the approval of the Memorandum of Understanding with the Cibolo Nature Center &
Farm and authorize the City Manager to execute said Memorandum of Understanding.
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN THE
CIBOLO NATURE CENTER & FARM
AND THE
CITY OF FAIR OAKS RANCH
TO PROMOTE THE PROTECTION OF WATER QUALITY AND BIODIVERSITY
OF THE CIBOLO CREEK WATERSHED
THROUGH STEWARDSHIP, LEADERSHIP, EDUCATION AND RESEARCH
The Cibolo Nature Center and Farm and the City of Fair Oaks Ranch are both committed to the well
being of Cibolo Creek, its water quality, and the conservation of our natural resources. This shared
commitment presents an opportunity for both organizations to form a partnership that will help
ensure the well being of Cibolo Creek and its watershed for current and future generations. To this
purpose, the City of Fair Oaks Ranch and the Cibolo Nature Center are endorsing this partnership
through a Memorandum of Understanding.
This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is entered into between the Cibolo Nature Center & Farm
and the City of Fair Oaks Ranch (hereinafter “the Parties”).
1.

Purpose
The purpose of this MOU is to establish and describe a working relationship between the Parties
with regards to the Cibolo Creek Watershed.

2. Background
From its spring-fed headwaters to its confluence with the San Antonio River, Cibolo Creek is a
crucial part of Central Texas life. The Cibolo Creek recharges both the Trinity and Edwards
aquifers, both important sources of drinking water for the residents of Fair Oaks Ranch. It
contributes to the aesthetic beauty and quality of life in the Hill Country, provides habitat for
numerous terrestrial and aquatic species, both endemic and rare, and supplies water for local
ranching and agriculture. The Cibolo Nature Center & Farms conservation corridor and the City
of Fair Oaks Ranch each have 3.5 miles of creek frontage. These areas combined have 7 miles of
riparian habitat for the enjoyment and use of both wildlife and people.
3. Statement of Mutual Benefits and Interests
The Parties have a common interest in the conservation and management of water resources,
specifically with regards to the Cibolo Creek. Both the City of Fair Oaks Ranch and the Cibolo
Nature Center & Farm seek to protect water quality and preserve the high quality of life the
residents of the area enjoy. Through collaboration and the sharing of knowledge on water
quality and other matters that affect quality of life, the Parties can better address the natural
resource challenges that so many communities face. It is opportune, that in the 30th year of
1
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existence of the City of Fair Oaks Ranch and the Cibolo Nature Center & Farm, the entities
collaborate in preserving the high quality of life that has attracted residents to the area over the
past 3 decades.
4. Responsibilities
Each Party Shall:
A. Strive to protect, enhance and manage the Cibolo Creek Watershed by:
• Identifying and avoiding actions that have the potential to
adversely affect water quality and riparian habitat.
• Working with area partners to minimize the impacts of
development on water quality.
• Collaborating to educate the community about the importance
of this natural resource.
• Engage other entities that also have an interest in water quality.
B. Work with willing Landowners to prevent or minimize loss of recharge
features.
C. Promote collaborative projects such as:
• Development & distribution of guides emphasizing natural
resource conservation and stewardship. (Examples: Low Impact
Development Guide for the Hill Country, Rainwater Harvesting
Guide, etc.)
• Workshops that educate the community regarding the
conservation and stewardship of natural resources.
D. Designate a representative to implement these responsibilities.

5. It is Mutually Agreed and Understood That:
•
•

•
•

This MOU in no way restricts either Party from participating in similar activities with
other public or private agencies, governments, organizations or individuals.
This MOU is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. Any endeavor involving
reimbursement, contribution of funds, or transfer of anything of value between the
Parties will be handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations, and procedures.
Such endeavors will be outlined in separate agreements that shall be made in writing by
a representative of the Parties and shall be independently authorized by appropriate
authority.
The Parties shall schedule periodic meetings to review progress and identify
opportunities for advancing the principles of this MOU.
Modifications to the scope of this MOU shall be made by mutual consent of the Parties,
through issuance of a written notification, signed and dated by both Parties, prior to
any changes.
2
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•

Either party may terminate this instrument, in whole or in part, at any time before the
date of expiration by providing the other Party with a written statement to that effect.

The principal contacts for this instrument are as follows:
Tobin Maples
City Manager, City of Fair Oaks Ranch
7286 Dietz Elkhorn
Fair Oaks Ranch, Texas 78015

Carolyn Chipman-Evans
Executive Director, Cibolo Nature Center
140 City Park Road
Boerne, Texas 78006

This MOU is executed as of the last date signed below and expires no later than five (5) years thereafter,
at which time it is subject to review and renewal, or expiration.

The Parties hereto have executed this agreement as of the date shown below.

City Manager
City of Fair Oaks Ranch

Executive Director
Cibolo Nature Center

_______________________________________
Date

_______________________________________
Date

3
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